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ROLE OF EXTENSION CENTERS IN SPREADING AND
ADOPTION ORGANIC AGRICULTURE AT THE NEW LANDS
IN NUBARIA AREA
Ghoneim M. G.; A. Omaran; S. El Sayed and I. |. Hassan
* Desert Res. Center
** National Res. Center
*** Azhar Univ.

ABSTRACT

The study was conducted to determine the respondents' view point on the role of
extension centers in spreading and applying organic agriculture, to determine the
relationship between respondents' point of view on the related role of extension
centers in disseminating and adoption organic agriculture in the new lands and some
of the studied independent variables.

The study was carried out in Nubaria Area which comprises 3 Agricultural
Extension Centers serving 46 villages with 11229 beneficiaries. Two villages of each
area were selected, one of which has extension center and the other one with no
extension center. The total beneficiaries in 6 villages of extension centers were 1410.
Data were collected from 141 respondents representing 10 % of the total
beneficiaries. Respondents were interviewed and selected on randomized basis
according to the land possession records at the cooperatives of each village. Data
were collected during April and May 2011 via interviewing the respondents using a
tested questionnaire form to fulfill the objectives of the study.

The highlights of results were as follows:

* Role of Extension Centers in disseminating and adoption organic agriculture
Results showed that three quarters (1/2) of the respondents- with 45.4 % perceive that
extension centers were poorly performing in spreading and adoption organic
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agriculture in the New Lands, and 32.6 % were of the moderate performance,
whereas 22 % of the respondents see that extension centers were highly performing
in spreading and applying organic agriculture in the New Lands.  Results indicated
that the bulk of the respondents with 78 % consider that extension centers are poorly
and moderately performing in terms on disseminating and adopting organic farming in
the New Lands, Nubaria Area.

** The correlation between the role of extension centers and some studied
independent variables

- There was a progressive relationship at significance level of 0.01 between: age,
respondents' educational level, number of family members, years of experience in
agricultural work, involvement | the local developmental organizations, social informal
participation, opinion leadership extent, satisfaction to life engagement in the
community, tendency to apply the latest agricultural approaches and techniques.
-There was a significant correlation at significant level of 0.05 between number of
family members engaged in agricultural work, extent of tendency toward the new
approaches and techniques of modern agriculture and their viewpoint on the
performance of extension centers with regard to spreading and adoption organic
agriculture.
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