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(1)  Tawfik Ali Mansour (Ph.D), The Jew of Alexandria, or the
Myth of the library,(Cairo: Dar AlMa'aref, 1994).
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(2)  John Rodenbeck, " The Destruction of the Great Library.'

Astudy of 5 pages.
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I Bernard Lewis in Defense of CAmr ibn al-CAs and Cauph q mar7 ,MUL?
To the Editors,

From Professor Hugh Lloyd-Jones's review of Luciano Canfora’s book
on the library of Alexandria (AYRA June 14), one learns, with astonishment,
that the author, and perhaps even to some extent the reviewer, are still
disposed to lend credence to the story of how the great library of Alerandria
Was destroyed by the Arabs after their conquest of the city in 641 AD, by
order of Caliph “Umar.

This story first became known to Western scholarship in 1663, when
Edward Pococke, the Laudian Professor of Arabic at Oxford, published an
edition of part of the History of the Dvnastiesby the Syrian-Christian author
Barhebrzus, otherwise known as [bn al-Clbri. According to this story, CAmr
ibn al-¢As, the commander of the Arab conquerors, was inclined to aceept
the pleas of John the Grammarian and save the library, but the Caliph
decreed otherwise: “1I these writing of the Greeks agree with the book of
God, they are useless and need not be preserved; if they disagree, they are
pernicious and ought to be destroyed.” The books in the library, the story

continues, were accordingly distributed among the four thousand bathhouses
of the citv and used in heat the furnarse which thou bant anian fae almast
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(3) Alfred J Butler, The Arab Conquest of Egypt.
PP. 425,426.
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(4) Hugh Lloyd—-Jones, 'Review of Lociano Canfora's Book on:
The LibraryofAlexandria, The New York Review of Books,June 14.
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(6) Bernard Lewis, " Defence of 'Amribn al-'As and Caiph'

Umar," The NewYoork Review of Books,27 September 1990.
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(*) John Daintith et at ,eds,"UNDP," The Oxford Dictionary of

Abbreviations, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992)p356.
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Victoria Neufeld,ed., "Serapis', Webster's New World College

Dictionary,(New York: A Simon and Schusters. Macmillan

Company,1996),p 1224.
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