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Abstract

The last decade of this century saw the prevalence of the e-commerce concept that allows many advantages for
the producer, the consumer and the general economy. The research problem, of this study, is represented in the
shift of traditional buildings of retail into e-commerce where it will not last long, given the changes due to the
use of e-commerce, and that as these buildings turned gradually towards the application of electronic means. The
importance of this research lies in studying the effect of the new method of buying and selling (e-commerce) on
the urbanization pattern and it is expected that this study will lead to predicting the shape of the city in the future
by identifying the change in the size of traditional buildings with the increase in the size of e-commerce. The
research aims to identify the changes in humanitarian activities, especially the commercial activity and its shift
into e-commerce.

The research depends on the analytical method by using case study, through studying the decrease in commercial
buildings growth, and its relationship to the growing number of the population and their use of the internet. In
contrast, studying the curve sales of traditional retail and e-commerce, and the impact of e-commerce on the size
of commercial buildings in terms of their number and on their Gross Leasable Area (GLA) and this in U.S.A,
China and Egypt.

The study consists of five parts, where the first part discusses the theoretical framework related to the
classification of commercial buildings and their distribution according to the level of urban planning. Second part
discusses the increasing number of Internet users with rapid population growth. The third Part deals with retail
trade and e-commerce in relation to there sales and the fourth part discusses the impact of e-commerce on
commercial buildings. The research concludes with the results and recommendations needed for planning and
developing cities of the future.

Key words: E-commerce - Commercial buildings - U.S.A - China - Egypt.
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