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VARIABLES ASSOCIATED WITH BENEFITS TRAINEES
EGYPTIAN PARTICIPANTS IN THE EXTENSION TRAINING
PROGRAM TO PREPARE AN AGRICULTURAL SPECIALIST
IN FARM IRRIGATION WHICH HOLD AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA — DAVIS

Mohamed, Y. A. H.
Agric. Extension & Rural Development Res. Institute, ARC, Giza, Egypt

ABSTRACT

This research aims at determining the degree of trainees' benefit of
training subjects and practical activities, which included in the training
program. In addition, to identifying the views of trainees in some elements of
the training program studied, namely: trainers, training content, methods and
training aids, management training. Moreover, it determines the relationship
between overall trainees' benefit of training subjects and the following
variables: age, occupational rank, scientific specialization, previous
participation in projects related to irrigation field, received prior training
abroad in the area of specialization, and received previous training in the field
farm irrigation, received prior training in the field of agricultural extension,
trainers, training content, training aids, and training management component.
Finally, this research determines the percentage contribution of each
significant related variable in explanation of variation incident in the total
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score for the benefit of trainees respondents about training topics and

practical activities included in the training program (the dependent variable).

The research population consists of all trainees who participated in the

extension training program of Farm Irrigation Management which was carried

out by the Council of Agricultural Research and Development in collaboration
with the University of California - Davis in 2009, and 2010 (60 trainees).

Using Kregcy and Morgan equation, the sample size is 52 respondents,

represent 86.7% of the total trainees' population. Sample had been randomly

selected from the trainees' fact sheets, and data collected using personal

interviews during the period from December 2011 to January 2012, by a

questionnaire was initially developed and tested to ensure suitability for

achieving the objectives of the research.

For data analysis, the research used mean, standard deviation,
relative average, correlation coefficient of Pearson, chi square test, step-wise
analysis, and tabular frequencies and percentages.

Most important results are summarized as follows:

1- The degree of trainees' benefit of the training program tends generally to
be hight, with a mean of (27.6) degree, equivalent to the relative average
amount (65.8%).

2- The highest degree of benefits were for topics related to training
agricultural extension namely: extension aids and methods, presentation
skills and irrigation and practical activities related in California with relative
averages of 78.3 %, 70.7%, 69.0% respectively. On the contrary, practical
activities related to training lectures came in a late rank, and was ranked
seventh in terms of the degree of respondents' benefit with relative average
of 62.7%. The training topic "training programs evaluation" got the last rank
with relative average of 59.0%.

3- The results showed that each of the following elements of the training
program was high: coaches as well as methods and training aids, reaching
relative averages of 81.0%, and 83.0%, respectively. The component of
training management tends to rise relatively with relative average of 63.03
%, while the training content was moderate with relative average of 52.4%.

4- There was a positive and significant relationship at 0.05 level between the
overall degree of trainees' benefit of training subjects and practical
activities, and each of the following variables: the trainers, training content,
and training management, while there was significant negative relationship
at the level of 0.01 between the dependent studied variable and the age of
respondent.

5- Results highlighted that there were two variables participated to explain
22.2% from the variance of the total score of trainees' benefit (the
dependent variable), namely: age respondent, and training content, where
the percentage contribution of each in the interpretation of total variation in
the dependent variable; 13.8%, and 8.4%, respectively.

Five suggestions, based on the research results were formulated to
be raised as recommendations to policymakers.

ol axaty ol8
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