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ABSTRACT

This study aims to measure the readability of some agricultural magazines in Egypt using Flesch's formulas
reading ease and human interest. The study focused on all issues of four agricultural magazines issued during 2016,
the selected magazines are Agricultural Newspaper Magazine [Al-Saheefah Al-Zeraiya], Agricultural Extension
Magazine [Al-Ershaad Al-Zeraiy], Agricultural Thought Magazine [Aalam Al-Fekr Al-Zeraiy], and Agricultural
Extension in New Lands Magazine [Al-Ershaad Al-Zeraiy Fel-Arady Al-Gadidah]. To apply Flesch's fermulas, two
pages to each issue were randomly selected (one represents the first half while the other represents the second half),
then the first 100 words of each selected page were used to apply the formulas. The total number of words from each
of the issue reached 200 words. Results indicate that the Agricultural Newspaper Magazine was top ranked in terms
of reading ease (the Average Sentence Length "ASL" reached 14.12 word / sentence) and it has standard content.
The second and third ranks were to the Agricultural Extension in the New Lands Magazine and the Agricultural
Thought Magazine, the ASL were 17.14 and 18.18 word / sentence for each, respectively. Their contents are fairly
difficult to read. The Agricultural Extension Magazine comes at the bottom of the list in terms of reading ease,
where the ASL reached 21.05 word / sentence and its content is difficult to read. With regard to Human Interest
(HI), findings revealed that the Agricultural Extension Magazine has interesting content with HI value of 25.70
degrees, while the remaining three magazines have mildly interesting contents, they ranked as the Agricultural
Newspaper Magazine (HI = 17.20), followed by the Agricultural Extension in New Lands Magazine (HI = 15.72),
and finally, the Agricultural Thought Magazine (HI = 13.32). The study concluded that the Agricultural Newspaper
Magazine has a standard-mildly interesting content, the Agricultural Extension Magazine have difficult- interesting
content, Agricultural Thought Magazine and Agricultural Extension in the New Lands Magazine have fairly
difficult- mildly interesting contents. The study also suggested some recommendations on how to increase the
readability of the studied magazines.

Keywords: Agricultural magazines, readability, reading ease, human interest, Flesch, Egypt
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