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Drug addiction is one of the biggest problems facing societies nowadays. Therefore, countries seek to
rehabilitate drug abusers in order to transform them into active productive citizens. However, drug
abuse patients dislike the therapeutic community as it does not fulfill their human needs. It is the
architect's role to create the suitable environment that could accommodate addiction treatment
requirements. This paper addresses the problem of determining the role of the built environment in
raising the efficiency of addiction treatment. Locally, problems of an architectural nature have been
observed to impact therapeutic outcomes negatively. This is due to the lack of local publishing of the
addict design needs. The research aims at providing a theoretical background in Arabic according to
the latest Published worldwide papers which will help the architect to improve the therapeutic
environment of addiction, and to achieve the research objective. The researcher relied on an analytical
documentary approach through the reference study of what has been dealt with globally in the design
of addiction treatment centers. The research reviewed the most important concepts used in design,
design considerations for the therapeutic environment, and the most important design rates. Thus, it
could reach conclusions and recommendations that would improve these services architecturally.

Keywords: Built Environment - Drug Abuse Treatment - Therapeutic community
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