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The Summary of the Research

The Athetic Values of the Pre — Islamic Inscriptions In the
Arab Peninsula

The Symbols used in inscription were the first action of the
society in the Arab Peninsula. They were a symbolic sequence
that could be grouped to form acsthetic patterns that changed
depending on the outer influences. This led to giving up the
imitation of forms or shapes and the use of symbols. So the
ideas replaced the imitation of nature through the
simplification and emphasis on their characteristics as a
systeinatic order that revealed its implicate phenomena and
relations the daily life teemed with.

In spite of the primitive appearance of the thamudian or
Nabati inscriptions — the focus of the study, they had a variety
of aesthetical values resulting from the expressionistic values
fell through appreciation and enjoyment of the symbolic
meanings of words — in addition to their values which stressed
on those features that proved their quality as a work of art —
the most remarkable was authenticity which was a quality of
some kind of constancy or stability stemming from its natural
instinct and spontaneity.

By the application of contemporary artistic and aesthetical
concepts the symbols of inscription acquire new criteria that
are derived through appreciation of the work of art as it is in
reality. This can be achieved depending on the aesthetic
implication such as calm, active or full of life which 1t
included within the work of art as well as the social and
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historical values it bears which form a part of culture and
social life and the re — recognition of its traditional values.

The aesthetic value of the Thamudian and WNabati
inscriptions are determined when they getrid of their functions
they were used to perform and they are dealt with as artistic
elements or and artistic activity so that they may acquire
another Tunction that is the admiration of their artistic
structure. through which the viewer [eels beauty. In this
respect the problems of the academic structure must be
discussed because it reveals a particular vision requiring self
aestheticism related to the sheer image resulting from the
- relations between the elements of values which reveal its role
in addition to its expressionistic and aesthetical values.

Contemplation in this case is objective stripped of
acsthetical evaluation or rules which depend on the
achievement or application of the rules of art to them which
the viewer derives from the pleasure he feels in the values of
the work which it inspires him and conform to the concepts of
the re — reading and re — evaluation of the artistic heritage
according to the aesthetical contemporary concepts.

The aesthetic values of the inscriptions in the Arab
Peninsula can be summed up in the following points:

1. he simple form of the symbols in spite of their intricate
shape.

[~

The symbols achieve visual enjoyment as their forms
are close to life.

3. The mixture of the organic and the geometrical results
in the feeling of contrast between clearity and
ambiguity.
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4. The aesthetical enjoyment at the authentic instinctive
level which achieves the unity of the simple nature.

5. The sensitive values of inscription and the whole
* appearance without the need to the perception of the
content or the meaning.

6. Inscriptions have psychological —and  symbolic
implications as well as their aesthetic value.

7. Inscriptions have spatial potentialitics, energy and
activity implying development and growth.

8. The feeling of the easy motion of inscriptions and their
vitality to transpose freely to unite the principles of
unity and variation.

9. The unity of the shapes of the words or items and the
variation of their use on the stone plane.

10. The symbolic meanings of the inscriptions have their
aesthetical dimensions when they join the formal
elements of the work of art and the human feelings.



